GEO 340 – Lab #2

Revised instructions for using GMT under DOS/Windows
Installing GMT and other programs:

Go to the course web page here:

http://www.guilford.edu/original/academic/geology/geo340.html
Click on the “Get GMT package for Windows” link.  Pick “Open” from the menu that pops up.  The installer file is 21Mb and will be likely be slow from anywhere off campus.

The GMT commands specified in the lab handout will still work as advertised.  Most of the Unix commands will not, since DOS is a different command-line environment than Unix.

Using GMT

Follow these steps on a college Windows machine:

1) Get a DOS prompt – click on Start(Programs(Accessories(Command Prompt

2) In the prompt window, at the H:> prompt, type C:

3) Now type cd GMT

4) Type init to initialize GMT variables, then leave the window open for later

Now you’re ready to use GMT commands.  The easiest way will be to make a copy of the file iceland.bat and edit that file.  You can go to the c:\GMT directory in Windows from My Computer.  Click on the iceland.bat file and make a copy of it using copy and paste.  Click on your new copy with your right mouse button and pick “edit”.  Now you can edit the script file in Notepad on Windows.

When you’ve made your edits, save the file, and go back to your command prompt window.  Type the name of your new .bat file to run it (e.g. to run iceland.bat, type iceland at the command prompt).  If you’ve done it right, your script should execute and, if you’ve written it properly, make you a map file.

Viewing the PostScript files

Inside the GMT directory, there’s a folder called GPStill.  Open this folder and run the GPStill program with the blue button icon.  This should launch a shareware program that will let you convert your postscript files to PDF files that can be viewed in Acrobat.  When you have it up and running, just drag your postscript file from the GMT folder to the GPStill window and click on Convert.  Then open the output .PDF file, and it should open up in Acrobat.  GPStill is shareware and will put a “DEMO” sign on your map – that’s OK.

Printing the PostScript files

Inside the GMT directory, there’s a folder called PrintFile.  Open this folder and run the PrintFile program.  This should launch a freeware program that lets you print postscript files directly to a printer.  If you’re working in the Frank 205 lab, you may need to add the printer in Frank 215 to your printer list to get it to print out nearby.  This can be done under Start(Settings(Printers(Add Printer and looking under Calvin for the Frank215 printer.

